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t ROOM 39, By Donald McLachlan,

The title of this comprehen~
sive history of British Naval In-
telligence during World War II
refers to a room in the Admirala
ty which served as its nerve
center, But it isn't a book about
spying.

Of 17 sources of. information
used by the Naval Intelligence
Division, spying and counter-
spying were well down- the list
—and these two activities were
conducted by other agencies,

One of NID’s main achieve-
ments was a tracking
“which plotted the whereabouts

of German submarines from
hundreds of fragments of infor-
mation. For example, some-
, times a sub could be identified
from the way its radioman hane
dled his wireless telegraph key.
- Code-breaking, ship sightings,
captured ~documents, prisoner
interrogation,
and, even
played their parts in the general
"analyses. Mountains of techni.
cal and fopographical data were
prepared before attacks were
mlaunched, =
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“dicted months in advance "that-
Germany would attack Russia, |

terested in a chapter on how the

room .

air photographs -
enemy propaganda’
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too good to be believed. By piec~ !
ing together seemingly unrelat~ i’
ed scraps of data—including a.
report that the Germans were |,
lengthening the runways of air~ U’ .%
fields in Poland—one man pre-

and came within one day of
naming the date, but nearly evs ;..
eryone thought he was balmy.

American readers will be ins

British helped the United States
set up the Office of Strategic : . .
Services, which later became .
the CI e British insisted .| /!
thaf the United States have a
combined intelligence operation” !
for’ all military branches, ale y
though the British themselves g
did not achieve this until after |
the war, The late Jan Fleming, ' %
who was personal assistant to !’
the head of NID, had a hand m
initiating this pro;ect

The book is written from the ..
‘standpoint of the historian, and |
the casual rdader will bée disap- "
~pointed if he, expects the fxre-'.. .
" works of, fxctxon. But there are
plenty of fascmatmg anecdotes
in ito B B




